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Collocations Ladder
Aim
To guess words that make collocations.

Preparation
Make a list of suitable collocations, as in the example below.

Play

From a st of collocations, put the top and bottom words in a ladder on the board,
leaving empty rungs for the blanks between. Each word must have links with the
words next to it. Collocations can be read up or down, so these are both acceptable:

whale blue
blue whale

Putthe class in 2 teams. Each tum ask them to choose, “Top or bottom? Add 1 letter

to the uppermost or lowermost uncompleted word.

Each team guesses the word or passes. If they get it wrong or pass, the other team
chooses top or bottom. They get a letter and guess or pass. If a team guesses
correctly, they get 1 point and the next tum.

If only 1 letter is left and a team has failed to guess the word (e.g. genera), just add
the remaining letter. Neither team gets the point.

Example
Your list is: whale — blue — film — director — general - major — key - ring.
whale whale whale whale whale
b bl blue blue
K ke
ing fing fing ting fing

Team A chooses top and you add B, but they fail to guess the word, so play passes
toteam B. Team B also chooses top, so you add L. They correctly guess blue and
choose bottom. They fail to guess from the letter K. Team A then chooses bottom
and you add E.

Variations
You could play with weaker word associations, instead of strict collocations.
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